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HOPORT OF Th CIVIL ARDOMAUTICS ROALD
on ithe
Investigntion of an fLcecident Involwing Aircraft
During & Leecal Isstruction Flight

in acecident vinich ocecurred sboul one-helf mile ecast of the Pord-Iansing
Airport, Lenaing, I]—J_-anlE; &t epproximztely 12:05 pom. on Deeém‘:::er 20, 1943 .-
resulbed in seriocus injury Lo Instructor Horman Albert j_{ea’ lis and minor in-
sury to his student, Vernon Frazos Barnhizer. 2‘= ndalic held 2 co;"n:rcial ni~.
1ot certificete srith single-engine lund, 0-80 h.p., and flight ingtructor
ratings. He hed fiowm approxizaltely 11\.1(} noars, hownver, this wns his iirst
flight in the type ai rp'im: 2 involved. Bernhizer held a siudent pilot certifi-
cate and had accwmlated approximately G0 hours of flight time, 30 of which
were in the type plenc involved. The aircraft, an Ercoupe 415C, NC 28923, -

ovned by the student, was demolished.

Medalis znd Bainhizer took off from the Ford-lansing firport ot

10:30 2.m. for Rarnhizer to praciics mrncuvers propara atory *bo L.'_ng his
flight test for a private pilot esrtilicate. Lpprodmately one and ono-half
hours later ther returned to the cirport and eontored the e fiic potiern on
the dowmwind lop 2% sn altitude of aboubt 600 feet., Shortly after throtiling
the engine for a 1800 gliding approach %o land, iho clevator controls bceame
inoperative, vrhorﬂm)on the instractor took ovor ihe controls.  The cireraft
assumcd o diving angle oi sbout 40° which contirued until the 1. 3Tt wing
struck the ground. The pleine thon cartwheclcd end camc to rost in an in-

verted position about 175 fret from the Tirst point of impact.

Fxamination of the olevator somirols revealed that the 1/4 fnch bolh:
which holds the push-pull tube end bell crank in-plece {locatcd just bulow
and to the rear of the pilot's seat) was nissing. The sirceraft had ’ﬁeu-i.
- flown zpproxdmstely 13 hours since the last px ~rioaic inspeetion. It Is' .
difficult to undsrstund how & nub, properly cot.tvr—«.evnn, could m:ﬂ*k 10059
and detach itself from the bolt, c.l" cving the bolt to drop oub. Harff:e*er
the mechanic responsibly For the lest iins inspection stafod that in -
Octobor the nut was on the boli ané the cotler pin Jads were Lint for fs,t}' ,
The probatle cause of this socicont was failure of ‘bll-. ulc).mtar'coptrol :
system duz to loss of a elevis bold in Ilight.
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